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tiny thread of gold. The whole is upon a ground of blue-green, 
and is an enticing dragon, one which might have yearly lured 
the maidens of the Adriatic, according to the old Venetian 
myth. 

AH exhibits of embroidery are usually surrounded by a 
crowd of eager and interested women. There is something in 
needle-painting, as needlework may well be designated, that 
appeals to the. artistic instinct of those who do not aspire to 
the use of the brash or the tools of the graver. In decoration,, 
the work of the needle may be made to cover a marvelous 
variety of pleasing effects. From the days of Penelope and 
her busy maidens until this present year of grace, this fact has 
been recognized. And to the beauty-loving world of men, as 
well as women, nothing can be more welcome than the endeavor 
of the artist to elevate the standard of needlework so that its 
productions shall obey the same canons that govern other 
species of decoration, and that are year by year reaching a 
higher scale of development. 



WINDOW DRAPERY. 



WE give an illus- 
tration of win- 
dow drapery 
in the Byzantine style, 
in the arrangement of 
which there is an Ori- 
ental flavor. The outer 
material is a figured 
fabric, reinforced with 
a soft plain fabric un- 
derneath, and on the 
right of the sketch a 
lace curtain is added, 
with a sash curtain on 
the window. This ar- 
rangement if carried 
out in draperies in tones 
of old blue and orange 
would harmonize well 
with the neutral orange 
walls and a parquet 
floor with rugs, the 
woodwork being in 
chestnut. The uphol- 
stery might be in indigo 
blues. 

There is also a de- 
sign of draperies in 
the modern Empire 
style, the arrangement 
of which is manifest 
from the design itself. 
There is a graceful 
valance of soft material 
superimposed upon 
straight hanging cur- 
tains. These light 
fabrics might be in 
pale green with pink, 
which would harmonize 
well with the walls in 
sea- green frieze, the 
silver birch. 



and crooked trunks, clad with foliage and conventionalized 
blossoms, rising out of a mass of stones, covered with moss, 
grass and flowers of magnified sizes. Flowering vines wander 
about over the surface, and here and there a bird perches amid 
the branches of the trees. These panels, which are the property 
of Mrs. Julian Hawthorne, are an exact reproduction in every 
detail of three panels wrought by a Scottish Chatelaine, more 
than two hundred and twenty years ago, the thread for the 
grounding stuff having been spun and the weaving done by the 
fair hands which toyed or toiled over the embroidery. 

The original panels having been obtained with the difficulty 
which" usually accompanies the exhuming of treasures that have 
been found hid in family cabinets or chests the reproduction 
was entrusted to the Royal School at South Kensington. A cele- 
brated Dublin manufacturer was .employed to weave the linen, 
and the most skillful colorists in England were engaged to dye 
the wools, so that in the minutest feature the copies might be 
faithful to the original pieces. It cannot be said, as is claimed, 
that every stitch known in embroidery is to be seen in the work ; 
and according to modern ideas the designs may be considered 
crude, but the work is well done, and the designs are artistic in 

their way ; and as 




Portieres in Wall-Paper Exhibit of H. Bartholomae & Co., Columbian Exposition. 
Made by the Lyons Tapestry Co., Paterson, N. J. 



dark chamois and silver, 
woodwork of the apartment 



having a 
being in 



curios in needlecraft 
the panels are un- 
equalled by anything 
of like character which 
has ever been intro- 
duced heretofore in our 
country. The "Ken- 
sington" is the domin- 
ating stitch in the em- 
broidery, while there 
are thrown in many of 
the stitches which ex- 
pert needlewomen 
know so well how to 
employ for special 
effects in filling- in, 
finishing, etc. The 
colors used are quaint 
rather than strictly ac- 
cording with nature, 
with a mellowness of 
tone that is very charm- 
ing. The panels are 
held at $500 each, and 
being for sale they are 
destined probably to 
find place in the elegant 
home of some American-^ 
millionaire. It is to be 
hoped that they will 
not be allowed to leave 
America. Mr. Douthitt 
has also on hand an 
exquisite reproduction 
in worsted embroidery, 
in the petit point stitch 
of Leonardo da Vinci's 
Last Supper, the orig- 
inal of which is in fresco 
Dominican Convent, in 



MRS. HAWTHORNE'S PORTIERES. 



on the wall of a refectory of an old 
Milan, Italy. It may be interesting to add that this convent 
was used as a stable during the occupation of Milan by 
Napoleon I., this masterpiece of art showing the rough usage 
to which the refectory was subjected by the French soldiery. 



ONE of the most curious and interesting studies in needle- 
work which has ever appeared in New York, consists of three 
panels or portieres, nowon exhibition at the art studio of Mr. 
J. F. Douthitt, 286 Fifth avenue. If the story connected with 
these pieces of embroidery be true, and there is certainly no 
reason to doubt the truthfulness of it, there can be readily 
traced, in work of the kind, the inception to the embroidery 
which gives special character to that done in the Royal School 
of Art Needlework, at South Kensington in London. 

The material in these panels is ecru twilled linen, other- 
wise known as linen drilling, and the work is done with crewels 
or worsted. The design is bold, representing trees with slender 



Up the Hudson in the early morning on the Empire State 
Express is one of the most delightful railroad rides in the 
world. 

The Berkshire Hills are best reached by the New York 
Central. 

All the great medicinal springs in the Empire State are 
reached by the New York Central. 

The water-level highway between the East and West, "Amer- 
ica's Greatest Railroad," the New York Central. 

World's Fair Special— fayQrjte train for Chicago, via New 
York Central. No extra fare. 
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